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NOTE: The video lesson for this outline can be accessed on Vimeo at https://vimeo.com/442369185/8ce74f931e.  
The webpage for the camp lesson resources is at https://www.roomfordoubt.com/worldview-camp-2020/.  

Introduction 

A. Highlights from “Worldview Conflicts” lesson. 
1. “Worldview”:  A way of life based on core beliefs that we assume or think to be 

true about the big questions of life. 
2. Worldview questions (e.g. God, the universe, human meaning, ethics, death, etc.). 
3. Worldview answers 

a.   Secular Humanism 
b.   Nihilism 
c.   Existentialism 
d.   Postmodernism 
e.   Deism 
f.   Pantheism & New Age 
g.   Christianity (vs. “progressive” Christianity) 
h.   [Other worldviews: Polytheism, Animism, Consumerism, etc.] 

4. Learning tools for each worldview 
a.   An acronym (for a basic description) 
b.   A symbol 
c.   An object illustration 
d.   A motto 

5. “Don’t be taken captive!” (Colossians 2:8). 

B. Worldview “Test” (see separate handout and take the test). 

C. This lesson: 
1. How can we IDENTIFY different worldviews? 
2. How can we EVALUATE other worldviews? 

I. Worldview Summaries: A Review Reference (See the lesson on “Worldview Conflicts”) 
Worldview Basic Principles 

Secular Humanism 
(Modernism) 

No God. Optimistic. Emphasizes reason, science, certainty, and naturalistic 
evolution. No existence after death. 

Nihilism No God. Pessimistic. Absurd universe. No ultimate truth, value, or meaning. 
No existence after death. 

Existentialism (atheistic) No God. Both pessimistic (an absurd universe) and optimistic (define yourself, 
be free and have fun). Emphasizes feeling and freedom. Live for today. 

Postmodernism Stresses uncertainty and relativism.  Everything (including reason, science and 
any authority) is under suspicion. Truth is based on one’s perspective. 
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Deism God created the universe but does not intervene in it.  God is only 
“transcendent”—above us.  God gave moral principles to live by that can be 
discovered in nature and conscience. No miracles or special revelation from 
God.  

Pantheism (New Age) Everything is One and part of God.  Stresses different techniques to 
experience spiritual enlightenment (or oneness with the universe or God). 
Accepts meditation, karma, and reincarnation.  Reason, logic, and language 
are deceptive; we have to go beyond them and use mystical experience. 

Historic Christianity A personal and loving God created the universe and acts in human history. He 
is above us (transcendent) as well as with us (Immanuel = God with us; and 
incarnate =  God in flesh). Death brings a final judgment. 

II. How Can We Identify Different Worldviews? 

A. Become more _________________________ of other worldviews. 

B. Ask “worldview __________________________________.”  
1. God (e.g. Is there a God?  If yes, what kind of God/god?) 
2. Universe (e.g. Where did it come from?  How?) 
3. Life (e.g. Where did life come from?  How?) 
4. Humans (e.g. Where did we come from? Why are we here?) 
5. Ethics (e.g. How should we live? What is right and wrong? How do we know?) 
6. Death (e.g. The end? Reincarnation? Divine judgment?) 

C. Detect worldview __________________________________ . 

D. Some examples (use the worldview test page and worldview questions for reference). 
1. “I don’t really care about life. It’s meaningless anyway.”  
2. “Don’t worry about trying to get answers to life. Just enjoy yourself while you 

can.” 
3. “There are many different paths to spiritual enlightenment.  I use yoga to help 

me.”  
4. “Humans are merely the product of nature’s purposeless evolutionary changes.” 
5. “God may be powerful but He never really does anything, especially in my life.”  
6. What about movies/videos, music, Internet, reading, video games, people, etc.?  
7. ? ? ? ? 

III. How Can We Evaluate Other Worldviews?  A Strategy. 

A. ___________________________________ worldview answers. 

B. Ask probing _____________________________________. 

C. Discover prominent ______________________ with other worldviews.  

D. Expose _________________________________ between a person’s worldview 
and that person’s behavior or claims. 
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IV. Some Applications of the Strategy 
 Main Problems and Questions 

Christianity • God’s existence—an eternal, uncaused Being? 
• God’s character (e.g. the problem of evil & suffering)? 
• Jesus’ identity and resurrection? 
• The reliability and authority of Scripture? 

 
Secular Humanism • The origin of the universe? 

• The origin of life?   
• The basis for reason itself? 
• Human freedom? 
• Moral awareness and condemnation (e.g. of injustice)? 

Quote	on	explaining	the	universe:	“Why	is	there	a	universe	at	all?	No	reason	at	all.	Why	is	there	
a	multiverse	in	which	universes	pop	into	existence	for	no	reason	at	all?	No	reason	at	all!	
(Rosenberg,	The	Atheist's	Guide	to	Reality:	Enjoying	Life	without	Illusions,	Kindle,	pp.	38-39)	
Quote	on	origin	of	life:	“Most	chemists	believe,	as	do	I,	that	life	emerged	spontaneously	from	
mixtures	of	molecules	in	the	prebiotic	Earth.	How?	I	have	no	idea”	(George	Whitesides,	Chemical	
&	Engineering	News	85	[2007]:	12-17).	
Quote	on	origin	of	life:	“An	honest	man,	armed	with	all	the	knowledge	available	to	us	now,	could	
only	state	that	in	some	sense	.	.	.	[the	origin	of	life]	is	‘almost	a	miracle’”	(Francis	Crick,	Life	Itself:	
Its	Origin	and	Nature,	88).	
Quote	on	free	will:	“There’s	no	human	free	will.	If	you	believe	in	[naturalistic]	evolution,	you	
can’t	hope	for	there	being	any	free	will.	There’s	no	hope	whatsoever	of	there	being	any	deep	
meaning	in	human	life.	We	live;	we	die;	and	we’re	gone”	(Will	Provine	in	the	movie	“Expelled”).	
Quote:  “A scientistic worldview has to give up on all of that [the illusion of free will, the fiction of an 
enduring self, and the myth of human purpose]. So, individual human life is meaningless, without a 
purpose, and without ultimate moral value” (Alex Rosenberg, The Atheist's Guide to Reality: Enjoying 
Life without Illusions [Kindle, p. 19])	

 
Nihilism • Do you actually live like nothing has any truth, value, or meaning? 

• Do you love anyone? 
• Do you think anything is always “wrong”? 
• In principle, wouldn’t it be good if there were real meaning and 

value to your existence? 

Quote	by	John	Cage	who	emphasized	that	the	universe	operates	by	mere	chance	and	who	was	
also	a	mushroom	expert:		“I	became	aware	that	if	I	approached	mushrooms	in	the	spirit	of	my	
chance	operations,	I	would	die	shortly.	So	I	decided	that	I	would	not	approach	them	in	this	way.”		

 
Existentialism 
(atheistic) 

• How is freedom even possible in a purely materialistic and 
deterministic universe? 

• Do you really think (and act) like nothing is absolutely “wrong”? 
 

Postmodernism • Do you think that truth is always relative? 
• Would you say that there is no absolute truth? 
• Would you get on a plane that was engineered by a postmodernist? 
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Deism • If God is powerful enough to create the universe, why should we 
think that He cannot interact with the universe (e.g. miracles, the 
incarnation)? 

• Do you ever pray?   
• In principle, wouldn’t it be good of God were personal and acted in 

this world and possibly in your life? 
 

Pantheism (New Age) • If everything is ONE, how can there be an ultimate distinction 
between “good” and “evil”?   

• Why try to follow the “right path” (e.g. 8-fold path in Buddhism) if 
there is no ultimate distinction between “right” (good) and 
“wrong”? 

• If language and logic are so deceptive, how can you express the 
truth of your point of view?  [You have to use language and logic to 
do so.] 

V. Reflections on the Alternatives to Historic Christianity 

A. The alternatives to Christianity 
1. Inadequate empirically 
2. Inconsistent rationally  
3. Unsatisfying personally 
4. Unlivable practically 

B. Christianity vs. the Alternatives: Where else are you going to go? (John 6:67-68). 

C. You must _________________________________: “If serving the Lord seems 
undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve” (Joshua 
24:15). 


